
Opening social sciences & humanities 
towards society: 

Required institutional settings

Citizen Science & SDG Conference, 15.10.2020



Berlin, 15.10.2020

Claudia Göbel, Sylvi Mauermeister, Justus Henke

Social Citizen Science

SoCiS

Results of the SoCiS Project



3

Defining Social Citizen Science

Social Citizen Science (SCS)

SCS

Scientific research

Participation of co-researchers

Social sciences & 
humanities

Research project

CS project in ecology

Sport club

Social work

Research at HoF

Citizen conference
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Beispielaktivitäten
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3 pathways of Citizen Science support to sustainability transitions 

- adapted from Sauermann et al. 2020

Citizen Science & SDGs

Problem 
identification & 
agenda setting

Facilitating 
socio-technical 

co-evolution

Resource 
mobilisation

Sauermann, Henry et al. (2020): Citizen science and sustainability transitions. 
In: Research Policy 49 (5), S. 103978. DOI: 10.1016/j.respol.2020.103978
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Participation in SCS activities

• Gender effects depending on topic

• Availability of time

• Age groups 36-49 or >= 50

• Co-researchers more likely to have higher qualifications

Motivations

• Intrinsic: Interest in topic, values, learning

• Extrinsic: Community, making a visible change

Cooperation with Co-Researchers
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Cooperation with Co-Researchers
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Cooperation with Project Partners
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Research Practice
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• Recognition for SCS activities in science limited

• Co-creation (participation of co-researchers in whole 
research process) more when activities are initiated 
outside of scientific institutions

• CSOs as topic experts as well as interface to publics

• Qualification of co-researchers: knowledge on topic and 
on methods beneficial

• Mostly qualitative (parts of) studies 

Research Practice
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To understand SCS & identify factors for success & failure

Participation capacity >> Cooperation capacity 

of academic & non-academic actors

Key dimensions of cooperation capacity:

• Expertise: Use heterogeneity of knowledge & skills as resource

• Organisation: Adapted to participation

• Structural conditions: Accessible infrastructures

Conclusion
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More details in our SoCiS policy brief:

https://www.hof.uni-halle.de/project-socis/

Thank you!

Way Forward

https://www.hof.uni-halle.de/project-socis/

